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About the Duharcourt lab 

 
Work in the Duharcourt lab aims to understand the fundamental mechanisms governing 

chromosome structure and genetic stability in eukaryotes. Our team studies the remarkable 

process of small-RNA-guided DNA elimination that occurs during development in the eukaryote 

Paramecium, in which at least a third of the genome is reproducibly removed. Our efforts aim to 

understand the mechanisms that control these events, as well as the evolutionary trajectories of 

the eliminated sequences.  
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